
A. VISIT TO THE INSURGENT CHIEF AT SOOCHOW. 

A PARTY of five, consisting principally of 
English missionaries, returned yesterday 
morning from Soochow·, They -went with 
the desire of gaining information respect­
ing the opinion-s and feelings of the in­
surgents, now in possession of that city, 

- and also of communicating, as occasion 
should arise, information on Christianity, 
. The reception they met with. was re­
markably friendly. Proceeding towards 
Bing bong (Ping wang), they reached the 
territory now under the insurgents, at a 
village three miles to the southward, 
called Wan_g kia chi. A body of about 
a pundred horse and foot, were proceed­
'iog in single file towards Bing bong, on 
their way from Kiahing. They stopped 
on seeing foreigners, and entered into . 
friendly conversation, sihowing their con­
fidence by freely partaking of cake and 
tea, They are many (!)f them strong in 
muscle, .free and bold in manner, and 
_o-pen in countenance, and appear to 
communicate their thoughts unreserved-
1¥, In answer to a question respect­
ing a relative of Tien wang, who had 

. gone from Hongkong to join the re­
bellion, they stated that he is now ;econd 
in command, with the title of Kan wang. 
About five years ago, he spent several 
months in the London Mission at Shang­
hai, and was taught by Dr. Medhurst. 
Subsequently he proceeded to Hong­
kong, and after some time, expressing an 
anxious wish to· go to Nanking, Dr. 
Legge considered it best to allow him to 
proceed there. He was Mr. Hamberg's 
informant hi preparing a pamphlet on the 
earlv history of the Tai ping movement, 
and· bor·e the character of a serious and 
c.onsistent Christian. He arrived at Nan­
king two years since; and was promoted 
to the rank of Wang, king, with the pre­
fix of K~n, one of his names, 

Bing bong, an uriwalJed town, is de­
fended by several .thousand long-haired 

people, and is strongly defended by 
earthworks and small bamboo stakes. 
The officers at this place supplied their 
foreign visitors with passports to Soochow , 
and also to Wukiang, a city on the way to 
it. Provided with these they went for- · 
ward along the Grand Canal, noticing in 
ma.ny parts that the people were in the 
fields working, although this is one of the' 
lines by which the Tai pfogs pass in 
large and small bodies between Soochow 
and Kiahing. When they appear, the 
villagers withdraw. 

· Considerable resistance was offered at 
Bing bong, and it was only after a week 
that complete possession of it was gained, 
It 110w presents a painful spectacle. The 
parts which i't is not worth while to de­
fend, have been burnt, or are burning 
still, while the bodies of those killed, to 
the number of sixty or seventy, float 
down the canal, and are met on the 
approach to the town. The position of 
this plac_e is important, because the water­
routes from Soochow, \Jy the Grand Canaf 
to H ucheu 'and H~ngcheu, separate here. 
It was therefore stoutly defended by the 
imperialists, and is now strongly fortified 
by the T'ai p'ings. 

At Wukiang, more state was observed 
in the appearance of the chief in com­
mand, it being a walled city, and the rank 
of the chief being that of i, right, in the 
rebel nobility. This tilile stands imme­
diately after that of wang (kiug). But 
the gay show here m'ade . of yellow and 
red banners before the residence of the 
chief, and his stately robe and turban of 
yellow, were far surpassed· by the display 
witnessed at Soochow in the palace of the 
Chung wang. This chief is the conque­
ror of Chang k woh liang at Tan yang, 
_and the subjugator of Ch'ang chow, Soo- · 
chow, and Kia hing. In additiori to his . 
remarkable military successes, he has the 
character of a good rnan, opposing th~ 
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excesses of the troops and protecting the power and influence, had bee n protected 
suffuing people, who are the victims of by foreign missionaries at Sh:rnghai and 
this civil war, from injury and insult. Hongkong, he expressed his thanks, :rncl 
To his English visitors he behaved in the was pleased to learn that. Lo-hiau-t'siuen*· 
most friendly manner. They were al- the former friend of T'ien- wa ng ( the 
lowed, on stating their objection to kneel- ' celestial king-) is still in southern China. 
ing, to dispense with that ceremony, and· When lie asked if the foreign visitors 
appear with simply a bow, and uncovered. had any other subject to bring forward, 
They bad however to wait an hour and a he was iriformed that they hap friends 
half for the interview. This was ac- and . countrymen engaged in trade. It 
counted for by a visit the same evening, would he highly satisfactory if the silk 
whi'le they were waiting in another apart~ trade should not be alrogether obstructed 
ment, from the Ying wang (flourishing by the presence of the insurgeu: s at 
king), who arrived from Nai1king two Kiahing and Nantsin. If by some ar­
day s before. ' When he was gone it- was rangement it could continue, both natives 
about eight, P. M, Tl,1e foreign party of and foreigners would find if beneficial. He 
four were then conducted to the entrance replied that the celestia·l dy 1uis.ty desires 
hall, where th~y stood for some minutes this, and if trade continue, the celestial 
a t the end of the long train _ of officers and . king will levy customs accordingly. ' · 
servants, nearly a hundred in number, He willingly accepted an offered pre­
who stood facing each other in two rows. sent of Bibles and other bo'oks·, and iu­
In the far interior was the Chung wang v-ited the party to remain for two or three 
himself. After a ~alute of six, fired with days in quarters to be provided for them. 
Chinese petards, with music and gong~ They were then after the same salute 
beating to a most deaf~ning extent, the as on entrance, conducted on ;horses to 
visi tors were marshalled up the long and the residence: of Lieu, a high officer of 
gorgeous vista, through which they had amiable disposition, who entertained them 
stolen a ·few glances of curiosity. After hospitably enough, for the rest of the 
bowing, and standing before the chief for evening. On their expressing a wish to 
a minute, they were conducted to his return at oQce to Shanghai, . they were 
right; where tbey stood during the inter- escorted on horses to their boats. 
view. The hall of audience was carpeted The suburbs of the citv are now· des­
with red. Large lanthorns were held troyed and t-be number pf suicides has 
between the officers who stood on each · been enormous. The gate·s having been 
side. They all wore robes and caps of red opened by the soldiers in charge when 
and yellow silk. The only person seated the ·T'ai p'ings arrived, there .could not" 
was the Chung wang himself. He is a man have been many killed, and we need not 
of small keen features, wears s·pectacles, discrecfit the aecount of the conquerors 
and appears in a rich yellow· robe and which states that an overwhelming ma-· 
gold-embroidered hat after some ancient jority of those who died were snicides. 
model. ' 1

l1'\ the city not a few of the population 
Conversation then commenced. The remai1i-, but of course all ·shops are de­

king was informed, ·in ansyver to his in- serted, and their 
I 

contents rifled o.r pre- · 
quiries, that his visitors had asked an i-fl- viously renwve<l. Nothiug was seen of 
terview as followers of the religion of burning. Most of. the houses in the 
Jesus, and worsbipp·ers of God tlie heaven- be-tter i>arts of the · city have been little 
ly Father. The king then enumerated injured, Between • the moat and the 
several leading points in ChTistian doc- wall sma,11 sharp barn boo stakes have 
trine, and was satisfied to find that they been driven in, a1id along the top of the 
are believed also by foreign nations. He wall, .defences are also provided· i.n the 
asked what days in the cycle of twenty- form of sharp spikes on a wooden frame. 
eight we keep for worship, -an~ when told Ther.e cannot be, less than 30,000 insu,r-· 
that th~y are Fang, Hii, Mau, Sing, he ob- gents . in tlie city, and perhaps the tru ~b · 
served that they are _ the same with theirs. 

WI t I l tb t K l tl * Rev: I. J. Ro.berh. T'ai-p'ing-wang requested w.hen 
1en O C a ·i;tn-wang, w JOm 18 thearmyleftNankingthatinfermationmightbeaought · 

T'ai-p'ings speak of as having unlimited _re,pecting this miuionary. 
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was told when they themselves stated ful in beating the bounds of the villages 
that there were many more, Indeed at night. They encourage the people 
they appear to have overpowering force and keep away local banditti. The sight 
throughout the region from hence to of tliese bands at niglit is very picttlres~ 
Nanking. When the· ·city was captured· qQe, Each person carries a lantborn and 
110 use was made of the large earthworks a long p·ike, while a very few have match­
which had been formed by ·the imperial- locks. This institution is called Min. 
ists outside the wal1, on the southwest twan. 
corner of the city. The present occupants The measures for defence adopted by 
make no use of these fortifications just the martd•arins in many places are no 
now, but limit themselves to the space more efficient than those of the villagers. 
\vitliin the walls. The governor of Kiang- At Sungkiang the two chi hiens came out 
su, Sii-yeu-jen, was reported on the, · at the bead of only about 500 militia to· 
testimony of several credible _informants , meet the invading army of 3,000 and 
to have fled with the other officers in the upwards. They were also ill supplied 
city on the arrival of the T'ai p'ing with powder and ball. Forced to retreat, 
troops·. Chang K web-liang it was stated they abandoned the city, and took refuge 
swallowed gold at Tan-yang after his in the villages where they remain con-
defeat. cealed. 

Many proofs offer~d themselves of the Visitors to such scenes · as those or' 
activity and vigour of the revolutionists. which · a b-rief d'escription is• now given, 
Large bodies' of them move daily :between cannot' fail to have Vl'.itnessed much that 
the cities in their occupation. They shocks the sensibilities and grieves the 
have the energy which their religioµs heart. Many unburied dead lie near the 
principles and an active life .induce. That captured cities, here in tens, and there in 
they poss_ess far greater. P,hysical and hundreds. Burning ~ suburbs, deserted 
rnora'l vigour than the imperialists seems streets, fields of corn uncut left to perish, 
to account fairly for their great advance. here and there an abandoned infant, these 
this year in power and numbers. One are sad sights. But such are the corn­
of their .detachments, probably numbering mon accompaniments of war or almost all 
several thousands, was· proceeding from war. It touches the heart to see the 
Soochow, when our party left that city. misery to which those not engaged in · the 
At one in the morning · they issued from great revolutionary struggle are exposed. 
the gates, and while the boats were slowly Yet there · is' a providence in all this, and 
sculling or sailing on their return _ to we believe that God will cause the result 
Shanghai~ the army was proceeding along of the war to further His wise designs, 
the tow-ing path. They walk or ride in _and in the end to promote the real hap-
single file, and several boats ,con'taining piness' of the Chinese nation. -
from 20 -to 30 men, were also with them. The rebel chiefs are most of them open 
We had heard that a large force was . and communicative. They made no 
ahout to arrive frqm C'hang-cheu, en secret of their intention to come to Shang:. 
route - to Nantsin a11d H ucheu. .This hai. But they wish to maintain amity 
was probably the destination of th;se with their " brethren of the western 
troops. They -were to he joined by a ocean." Some detachments already des_­
part of the force at Bing-bong, and ad- patched to the region east of Soochow, 
vance at once upon those important have been ordered to capture Shanghai, 
towns. - Nantsin therefore, so well known bµt prudence has not allowed the officers 
in .the silk trade, is now most likely in iri command' to attempt it. . This they 
the hands qf the insurg·ents. _ say is nothjng b'ut a temporary post-

The country people offer an ~il)effectual ponement of-what is an essential point in 
resista11ce to· these large bodies of men. their . plan of conquest. They have at 
'Fheir bands for self protectioi:i, hastily present few boats, and it is most likel y 
o.rga,iized and co~1sis_ting of agri~ultural that they' will come by land . Shot11d 
la bourers unpractised in war, cannot foreign soldiers happen to be posted a t 
rnake head agf!inst the tried warriors of Zi.-k~-wei, or any other &.p,ot beyond tb e 
the T'ai p'iug party. Yet they are use- ·limits of the foreign settle.mel1t, when' 



they arrive~ it is most sincerely to be 
hoped that the laws of neutrality will not 
be violated, nor any hostile act on our 
part, be .aJlowed to chill the friendly feel­
ing that they _now undoubtedly enter­
tain . It woulffbe no less imprudent than 
uvjust to treat as our enemies these 
vigorous and independe11t bands of men, 
who have during the present year wrested 
from the emperor the richest of bis pro: 
vinces. They have it in their power to 
ruin the foreign trade at Shanghai, and 
they also ,have it in their power to form, . 
w,ith the represent_atives . here of foreign 
powers, provisional regulations by which 
in existing circumstances the destruction 
of that trade may be prevented. We 
believe for ·example that it would not be 
impossible to arrange tern porarily with 
their chiefs a system by which boats with 
proper passports, laden with silk from the­
producing dis,tricts, might pass their lines 
at Bing-bong and other points, on pay­
ment of a transit duty to the T'ien wang. 
Knowing their power and the present 
weakness of the Tartar government, here 
and in Chehkiang, we cannot expect that 
they will for a considerable time cea~e to 
be our neighbours, even should the 
chances of war at lepgtb force them to 
retire. 

From the above it will appear evident 
that the religious element enters very 
powerfully ipto this great revolutiouary 
movement. No.thing can be more erro­
neous than the supposition that it is a 
purely political one, and that religion 
occupies hut a subordinate place in it. 
So far is this from being tne case, that, Oil 

the contrary, it is the basis upon which 
the former rests, and is its life-perpetuat­
ing source. The downfal of idolatry, and 
the establishment of the worship of the 
true God, are objects aimed at by them, 
with as much sincerity and devotion, as 
the expulsion of the Manchus, and the 
conquest of the .empire. In opposition 
to the pantheistic notions of the philoso~ 
phers of tbe-S{ing dynasty, they hold th~ 
doctrine of the person~lity of the deity; 
ii) opposition to the popular polytheistic 
notions, .they have the clearest con­
ception of the unity of God ; and in 
opposition to the fatalism of philqsophical 
Buddhism, they believe in and teach the 
doctrine of an 'all-superintending provi-

dence. This appears on tbe very surface, 
and no one can be among them for any 
length of time without being impressed 
with · it. They feel that they have a . 
work to accomplish, and the deep convic­
tion that they are guided by an unerring 
ffnger, and supported by an omnipo­
tent arm in· its execution, is their in­
spiration. Success they ascribe to the _ 
goodness of the Heavenly Father, and 
defe_at to his chastisements, The deity 
is with ~hem, not an abstract notion, nor 
a stern implacable sovereign, but a loving 
father, who watches tenderly over their 
affairs, and leads them by the ·hand, The 
scri,ptures of the Old and ~ew Testament 
are their standard of faith now, as · they 
were at the commencement of the move .. 
ment. This is a _very important fact. 
As long as they receive them as .the word 
of God, we have reas·onable grounds to 
hope that their errors will gradually be 
corrected. The missionary can always 
refer to these, al]d they c_annot con_sistently 
object. They often speak of the death of 
Christ as atoning for the sins of the whole 
world, though they do not seem to have 
a clear notion of the divinity of his 
person. They regard him as the greatest 
human being that has ever appeared in 
this world, and as specialty the God-sent; 
and this will account for ~be revolutionary 
chief sty ling himself the brother of Christ. 
He does not suppose that he himself is 
divine; his idea, probably, is that, the 
Saviour is the greatest of God's -messen­
gers, and he himself the second On this 
point, as well as on the doctrine of the 
Holy Spirit, he needs enlightenment, 
Could be be convinced that Christ is di .. 
vine as well as human, he would imme­
diately see, and perhaps renounce, his 
error. That errors have crept in, is not 
surprising; on the contrary, it would be 
one of the greatest miracles on record were 
it otherwise. The amount of religious 
knowledge diffused among the people is 
necessarily limited; that of the chiefs, 
though not very .profotind, is more ex­
tensive. It is in the Kwangsi men that 
the r,eligious element runs wide and 
deep, whence it spreads over the sur.;. 
roun.ding ma-ss. 'The latter are expected 
onJy to learn and chant their ,hymns of 
praise. The ability to do this, together 

·with baptism, constitutes them brethren, 



We may e~pect that the advent of Hung As to their general mQral character, 
' Jen, who . has been promoted to the we are scarce1y able t0 give an .opinion. 

highest rank, will have a salutary effect Probably, taking them en masse, they are 
upoR the movement in a religious p,oint not much sl!lperior to their fellow coun­
of view. · trymen in this ·respect. Though. the use 

The feeling which they entertain to- of opium is legally forbidden, yet we 
w,ards foreiguers is apparently of the, know' that · it is . largely consumed by 
most friendly nature; they are always them. Both · the common soldiers an.d 
addressed as " our foreign brethren," .many of the chiefs part:ake of it freely. 
"We worship the same Heave~ly Father, We were grieved to ·hearcrne of the chiefs 
an-d believe in t.he same elder brotlier, ( though not himself -an o,pium smoker) 
why should we be at vadance ?" They mentioning opium first in the list of 
seem to be anxious for interc.ourse with . articles be would like to be supplied.wilh. 
foreign~rs, and desirous ·to prom0~e the Continual- , applications were made Jor 
i'nterests _of trade. 'Fhe open·ii1g _ u-p ' of <>r>ium and fire arms. It cannot be rea­
the .eighteen provinces to trade, they · son'abJy expected that; . the · moral •cha-

. say, would be most pleasing to them. racter of men placed in such circumstances 
. Some would say, that policy wQu]i:l make would be very high. 
them talk in this way-suppose it did; As to their futu:r:e success we can say 
how is it that policy, or something alfin, notbing. One of the chiefs made the 

· do~s not make the :imperialists speak 'in ·remark that,_ judging from the present 
the same way i They say that foreigners aspect of affai,rs, two years wouJd 'be 
:will be re~pected whenever they pass ample time t0 accomplish their- task. A 
through their territory ; and the respect-· flame has been kindled i.11 their breast bi 
ful attention they have paid to those who their recent victory at 'Tanyang, which 
hav'e visited .them i'S a· sufficient pi;oof of will take· maFiy a defeat to , que.n.cb. 
their s'ince'l'ity. ' Kwangsi.is, thl;ly say, in their ,possession, 

A great -deal has been said ·about the and Shih Ta-kai with a large army is 
cruelty of the "long-haired ·rebels;" but reduci1Jg .S:i-chwan to subj,~ction. This 
in this there has been much e,caggerati0n province is virtually in their hands. Froqi 
and misrepresentation. In no :instance Kia-hing up to Tanh! they have sweF.t 

,liav.e wi witue~ed...a-ny,_.!j;race~ .... of wilful tl~e country clean (as t11ey express them.: 
destTUetiori. It 'is ·true U1ey •Jr-iN,- 'off't 1t "se yes) ,or ,aU, the "imps," so .that small . 
is ·be~ause the y must do · so or submit to bands of ten; twenty, and thirty men pass 
be killed. They bvrn, bl:lt so far -as our , to and fro from one. point .tO: the other, 
observa-tfon went, it is ju variably in self- along the ba~nks ohhe Grand Cana], with­
defence. Much o_f the burning is done out the least interruption. They seem 
by ~be ·imperialists before the arrival of now 'to .,be taking a hold of this empire 
the rebels, and the ca.ses ,_of suicide are with an iron grasp, and treading it like 
far more numerous than those of murd.er. · conquerors. The impression .which an 
The fact tbat all fhe women hav,e been interview with them l~aves · upon the 
a119wed to leave Sung Kiang; · and that mif\d is that, they · 10ok back upon the 

' they are known, in many cases, to have past thankfu1iy, and to the future with 
made attempts to sa·ve men and" women buoyant and confident hope. 
who had plunged themselves into the 
cana1s and rivers~ is a pr_oof that they are 
not the cruel rele1itless marauders that 

- tbey·have been represented to be by many. 
.. They are revolut-ionfats in the strictest 

Sell Se of ~tl1e . term ; . both the - work: of 
sl~11ghtet and of plunder are ca_rried on 
on] Y. so far as is necessary to secure the 
en.cl. These are evils ~liich !lecessarily ac­
company such a movemen~~ and are justi­
fiable or otherwise jn so far as the move­
ment itself is~ so • . 

FURTHER NOTES ON THE 
. . INSURGENTS. 

THE ieo'noclastic 1tendencies of the T'ai 
F'ings a,re still ip. full vigour. Nowhere, 
apparently, do they leave the idols un­
touched • . At Bingbong, ·near the resi-

· dence of the chief' ih command, a temple 
· was n0ticed which has ' been entirely 
cleared of its ' images.. A table is placed 

.i11stead --of the incense-stand, and on it 



are three tea-cups covered. .The. lnsur- worship. the. HeavenJy F;?ther;: also .' to .. ,,. . 
. geJJts said that they were intend.ed for ·briog ·. tribute · to the·1 ruler,) of . the ,new 

use in offerings to the Hea.venly Father. dy~asty •. If they ac.t1in.'this w,ay .the:y wjll . 
When -asked what else they · present, be well treated, otherwise ·they .. must .e,x- , 
the reply was, that all articles of food pect punishment. 'F~ey sometimes send 
are made ase of. W~en the inquiry forward a single lon'.g-haired messenger .. 
was made, what was the object of these with a proclamation to , post at towns a 
sacrifices? They answered to express few miles distant, knowi.ng that the 
reverence for God. . prevailing terror which has seized ori the 

In other temples the idol§ are simply people will be his ,pr~tectio~. The · T:ai 
multilated or destroyed, without being P'ings are a fearless raee:, One, . two, or 
removed. It is common to see the nose, three, will travel for several miles alone, 
chin, -and hands cut off. The floors of from o.ne rendezvous to· another\ and this , 
these buildings · are bestrewn with the w,ith long h.air. When shaiven they come · · 
relics of helpless gods, Buddhist and to Shanghai and other .public ,places, re- ' 
Tauist, male and female. Some are cast turnin·g. when their · business is accom­
int-o the canals, and are found .:floating :pHs,he.d.: Rebels of ten Y.ea£s' ·standing 
down. the stream mingled with the debris may be met with whose hair is short, 
of rifled houses, and the remains of the through their having been absent recent­
dead. · ly in disguise. They all wear ,queues at 

They dq nothing to bury the dead. present pinned on the crown of the h~ad, 
At Soochow some remarks were made to with the front hair com'bed back to plait 
the chiefs on the danger that must arise wjth the queue. After the new d·ynasty 
from this · neglect. They said it was is inaugurated, a .change is to be made in 
an employment in which their ,., young this respect. 
brethren" were excessively reluctant to Among their ad_herents, pe!l1aps the 
engage. It must be supposed that the Canton men are the most sensi.ble of the 
active life of the .insurgents helps to keep value of foreign trade; bu·t they ate less 
them in health, but the atmosphere they impregnated ··with the religio-us ·yie.ws of 
breathe, as well as the wate.r. they drink, T'ien wang. Both the religious ea-rnest­
cannot but be ex<!eedingly ir:ijurious. ness of the Kwang-si men, and the instinct 

It was pleasant to see little bQats with for commerce of .their corn pan ions from 
a flag marked Chung shan kung t'ang, Canton will, -it is to be. hoped, promote 
passing along som~ parts of the canal to friendliness to foreign nati0ns. 
carry away :floating b0dies fgr interment. They speak confidently of tl1e exfatence 
TJ;Jey are manned by the villagers, who and good health of'their celebrated chief 
are paid _for this act of charity by the · T'ai P'ing ·Wang, more commonly known 
native institution named on the flag, among them as Tien Wapg, the name 
"The public hall for all the virtues." given long ago ·to the Cheu emperors. It 
Those engaged in such a benevolent oc- is remarkable that there snould have been 
cupa.t,ion are ,not of course assaulted or anv doubt of his existence. The insur- . 
impeded by the T'ai P'ings when they ge~ts at •Bingbong speak of having seen 
pass, Yet they do no.t venture to towns bim personally on several occasions. He 
where the rebels are posted in force. appears iu public about once or twice in 

The Grand Canal, though completely a', month· and performs a special- a·ct of 
in the possession of the rebels, is crossed worship to the Heavenly Father. · Pro­
at many points py the bqats 0£ the bably he is in better health no.w .than 
country people engaged in trade or in formerly. His eldest son , a youth of fif­
retn0ving families and furniture. Some teen, already wr_ites well .:co mposed ptfhlic 
villages on its banks are uninjur-ed. At documents. The son of tl1e Eastern Kin,g, ·. 
Pa-ch'ih, to the north of Bingbong, the who died several years since, is eighteen ~ 
temple only has been ·attac;ked , The _ and will assume his father's rank. The 
houses on th~ other side have · not been Western king has alio a successor, a 
touched. On t,he walls of the temple, nephew of the same · name. Their usual 
was a proclamation exhorting ·the inhabi- name for Nanking is· T'ien-king, heavenly 
tants to desert bad superst-ition, and capital, for their dyna~ty T'ien-c'hau, 



. . 

heavenly . dy,nasty, ~nd . for· themselv-es, · stated,- that , they were expecting books 
"hrethren,1' · '~old' and new/' or T'ien- in a few days from -Nanking. Th~y have 
ping, ., hearvenly ·s0ldiers. That Hung- .now, they said, upwards of fifty ·authorized 
sieu ~t'siue:n, should .have ·lived .through.all - works. In their almanac for 1858 only 
the vicissitudes of the_last ten years, and twenty-four are mentioned. Probably 
sti1l continue to he ,the .real head of the then many new books have been puh­
rev:olutiona~y movement is a notable £act. lished since the Kan-wang arrived. 
He· is an extraordinary man, one of those Sympathy with th~ religious views of, 
men1 whose a career is marked ~ut by a the insurgents, so far as they agree with 
superior destiny, and wlrn usually achitlve scriptare, does . not involve an approval 
that wh-ich they undertake. Who will I of plunder and bloodshed. • There are 
venture to . predict ,what he will not yet . doubtless many among them who are no 
accomplish? The return · of Hung-jen, better than robbers. Their actions prove 
his pious and amiable 11elativ.e (now the them ,to .be so. But such an appellation 
"shield king~' Kan-wang,) after ·.years o~ght not· to be 3:pplied tq the leadipg 
spent under missionary teaching,* to , men . and • the better class arnong them. 
impart as ·we . may hope clear and scrip- T!he people make a clear distinction be­
tural views on christianity to T'ien-wang tween the "true long-haired men," and 
and his court, is another circumstance full those who have joined them to enrich 
of .promise. It is ferven.tly to be desired themselves by rapine. They are oft.en 
that he will not be prevented from effect- heard say-ing to one another t;hat the true­
ing al pre-eminently useful work by be- lqng-haired men would not be guilty of 
coming intoxicated with the giddy dignity such and such crimes which have occurred 
to ,whicl,1 he has bee0 raised. t withjn their knowledge. _. Tb~ imperialists 

Comparing the present religious state are. wrong in call_ing the leaders of the 
of the revdutionists with wb~t they were insurrection . "thieves," ai:id the T'ai-
at Nanking and Chen-kiang eight years p'ings are wrong in denomiaating the 
ago,. there appears to be little d•ifference. imperialist soldiers "demons and irpps." 
They have free prayer on week-days, Too many gross cr-imes have in all ages 
and they burn a written prayer on been committed by those who ~ade pro­
the s ·abbath, something after the mode fession of virtue ang. piety, for ·us to 
aclop:ted by the C_~rnfu2ianists ·at the sp,ring wonder that when the Kwangsi men had 
aml ,autumn sacrifices • . ""They' bayif"" b.:: r-ked in this struggle, a crowd of 
solemn act of worship _at midni~ht, when hypocritical and unprinc.ipled men shoYld • 
offerings are presented to the Heavenly soon i1ave joi11ed· their ranks. These men 
Fa,ther. The subjects of their prayers will oppress the people whenev-e~ they have 
.are-, i-n the case o( tho8e who possess a opportunity. Jt is they,_ we believe, that 
coarser mould of mind, victory h1 battle, kill well-dressed per.sons, who plead th~t 
and the speedy subjug-a~ion of '' the they have no ~il_ver, and ill treat the w~men 
hills and rivers." · The , more thought- of th~ to.wps they take. The impression 
ful pray for . forgiveness · of sin, and the among the people is that when l!;mders of 
·salvation of the soul. They · do not rank arrive at newly captured_ places these 
read much. What they know they learn outrages _are . prevented, and their t:oll!­
by ro-te. Books would be an enc,.1m- mission is punished with death • . _Should 
brance in)ravelling, proceeding as they they establ,ish their dyn~sty the_re can be 
do ,from one city to another Oil horse- no do·ubt that the:y w_oµld set on foot a 
back or- on foot. At Soochow they far more rigid and vigorous morality than 

that to which th,e Chinese have lo!1g b.een 
* ..Hung-jen parted from Sieu-tsiuen in 1851, was accusto.med. Our kn.ow ledge of their 

baptizedJ>y' Rev. T~eodore Hamberg at- Hongkong, in 
November 18b3, witi1 three of his companions· from the·· past-his,tory; ,and (?f r_the~r booksJ requires 
cradle..ofthe T'ai P'ing movement; Ieft Shanghai in the that we should expect this. But at 
spring of 1855, and reached Nankiug in the summer of present _ they are encumbered with a 
1858 from Canton. -

t HeisstyledKieu-ts'ieij-sui "ninethousandyeai:s.' motley multitude of :men, who have 
The Chung-wang, at Soochow is "six thousand years." nothing better than the con;_imon Chinese 
Till recently he was "four thousand years." The ad- , 
dress "ten thousand years" is limited to the T'ien- conscience, with the _ slightest _possible 
~ang. . knowledge of the T!ai_ P'_ing religio.11
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systein. A large number of these lrnv~ 
joined them by compu1sio1l', a11d ar.e there­
fore destitate of the pritciples · whi·ch 
animate rhose who compose the original 
nucleu:;; of the mo'1ement. · 

,J.E . 

THE poli~y which we should adopt in 

·China's son,s. The interests . of reJ1gron, 
coimnerce, and civilization, · point out 
neutra·lity as the only legitimate ground 
for western nations to take •. . ·As Chris­
tians let us watch t'bi-s strugg1~ inteUi­
gently, wait p_!itiently the evolutio1~ of 

. events, aud pray that he -who is the: Go<l 
of' batt-les as well as the God of peace·, 
woul<l graciously bring ·harmony out of 
the present discor_d, and order _out of the 
present confusion. 

G. J. 

THE INSURGENTS. 

.,reference to this 111-ovement, is st-rict 11eu­
traJity; · To o-ppose it, would ·be censu­
rable ip principle, subversive of the kindly 
fe~Jing which th-e leaders_ of n cherish 
towards foreigners, and pei·nicious-to tlie 
best interests of trade. They ·only ·ask 
to be left alone to· fight their own battle_; 
"and to allow them· this, is.' the least thing 'I!o i1le Editor- of the 

~ · .N.01\J~a-Cm.J!M HERALD. 
we can do. The,Y• don't ·Se.ex. oi:tt •··--assis- Srn,...:..A -th9rough a,cquitint;;-1ce .. with the ,cha-
tance. They· feel perfoct confidence in racte'r o.fthis people amoug-whorn.:.we1ive, is highly 
'themselves. The demolition of idolatry I important. Our feelings and a'ctions correspond 
and the downfal of tbe Tartar dynasty to, and are shaped by, our idea·s. We f.eel as w,e ·. 
within the houndari·es of the eighteen thinlf, ancl act as we feel. In the present crisis 

.. of this Empire, it ii? of the last moment that all 
-provinces, they regard as unalterably our actions be under the guidance of an enlig!a_ened 
fixed by an inviolable cl_ecree, And fur- and unbiased judgment. An ill-judged a-et on 
ther, they have a deep a11d unniistakeable the part of the representatives of foreign powers · 
con·vfotion; that tl}ev are the instruments in China, would be fraught with incalculable 

., mischief to foreign as well as native interests. 
divi,nely appointed to secure this end, an,d The struggle which has been~ going on in the 

~ ' that time is all they need to accomplish heart of this counrry. for the last ten years, and 
their task szngle-handed . . They .\re now, is now assuming such_ gigantic proportions, is 
not onl'y ·in possession of some of the strictly-one ofprincip,les. 'fire Insurgent chi!:lfhas 

fixed an<l dennite ai·ms, which are -pursued with su­
fairest -portions of this empire; hu·t also, pr~me earne§tness. A kno~ledge of -~hese prind-
are looking for-ward , with glowing an'ti- paes,-aiTh1s, a1id tl'ie me.an~ e.m11loyea, are a-bsoln·tely 
cipation to many a speedy and brilliant ·nece§sary to help •us in (ormi11g a right estimate 
victory, Sh.ould they be able to take of-the whole -mov~me,nt~.an4 i~ di·rec.t-in gour con-

. • • ( -~ :.ducf i; rn~ect to J~ _ jvi-u h, ha'? . be~n doue by 
Hang9ho:w and Chi"nkian:g · as tlrey ~ope. Br. M"edhurst-, .Mr. Mciadows;, a..nd o~hers, towards 

• to a·o shortly) and l10lcl what tl:iey have ·enlighlening the · public on tliese points, for 
: in their possession~ the-n, the ·day is 11ot which, they deserve our most 1iearty thanks. 

far distant, wi1e)) our safety in travelling, 1 Much, howe,ver, remains to be clone, ere a correct 
opi·nion can be ro-r!'nec1 on many very in_1portant 

f-ur_ both Missionary and Commercial pur- points; hence the duty of those who m11y have had' 
:poses, togetl1er with the very existence opportunities to <?btain n~w facts, and receiv-e 

: of 9he of the mpst important branches of correct impressi-on.s, to- make sueh fac\s and im-
trade, ·will dep(end u-po11 them. They pressioi1s known. :We· ·make no pretentiohs to 

· d f · l J fofa.lUoility in anything. we may have to say in 
are ·npw our frien s, a~d not m1g cou n res.pect to the Insur,gents. Probably, other facts, 

~justify the step that wouJd-co'nvert . the_m of which we are ignorant, were.they made Known -
into our foes. We have n'bthing to do unto us, woqld greatJ-y Illodify. our judgment, 
with the question-whether the move- _Neithe1• : a . car-eful Fead.ing o1 their books, nor a 
men t .jg right or wrong • .. The Chinese -hasty visit to "their cm;1p, is~.sufµcien~ to enable 

one to form such a cl!la:r an.d,correctj udgJllent, as 
· - must decide this for ., themselves. . Revo- wourd.justify the Ilast dogmatism in the statc-

lution~ hav..e been common in China, a1id ment. of opinion. A residence ~fa month, in the 
r.tiore than ofl·e of the. revolutforiar.y chiefs Heavimly Ca,pita·1 (Nanki"ng), wher~- the1r re­
bave been canonized · as Saints.: Should ligfo.us, p.oli,tieal'- _~nd ~ocial ~na.chine.l'Y.- -i~ in full.,-

. . • · o:peration, se&ri_1s to -be hig,bly 'desiraole. What .
0 

. the presen t ' chief succ~eq'. in his atferli pt · w_e are, a\iout , 0· c_o_rprpun,icat~ -Js J>a·sed ppon -our ~ 
to ' establish a ·native dynasty, based upon own limited experience, illumined by the pages , 
righteous pdncip!es~ his' name, though · of tbe principa-I:w-01·ks af.the Iu~urgents tJ1at ·have 

1 li d '11 b · d reached us.~ • • · · 
_ now gre~t Y ma gne , ~r e t!allsmitte Th~ most -i!Tlp<>:rtiu!t- facls ascertaitJed by-1he 
' to posterity. with' applause, an,d he him- · pattigs ·who have iecentJy visited the rebel 'ter­
se}f ·wiU be. r~ktd aroong_ the .greatest of " ritory are · the follow1~g{-;::~'ung Siu-.tsiien is 



atill living-Hting Jen has anived safely at 
N anking, and has been promoted to the rank of 
King-The establishment of tl1e Christian re­
ligion th_roughoqt the Empire, continues to be one of 
their principal objects-They are well disposed to­
wards foreigners, ·and are apparently anxious to 
cultivate friendship with them. For some yea.rs a 
report has been current that the insurgent chief is 

· dead, which has been generally believed in. We 
hardly know how it could have sprung up, as there 
does not seem to be the slightest foundation for it in 
fact. We put the question to several of the chiefs, 
who, without. a single exception, told us that he 
is not only living, but moreover, hale and stout. 
His eldest son is spoken of as being vet·y pro­
mising . . A servant of one of the chiefs at Ping­
Bong told us, that he bad seen the Heavenly 
King a short time before they left Nanking. 
While we were waiting for the King at Su-cheu, 
the prime minister came in for the express purpose 
of making enquires about The Rev. Mr. Roberts 
(the Heavenly King's old teacher), stating at the 
same time that the Heavenly King was anxious to 
learn of his welfare. But the most convincing proof, 
is the promotion of Hung Jen to the rank of King. 

· Had he been dead, it is not at all probable that 
this man would have been promoted immediately 
t'o the very highest position. This P.roves that 
Hung Siu-tsiien still lives and reigns. But this 
is an important fact. No one can read the early 
histo,ry of this movement, without feeling that this 
man, whatever may have been his defects, was 

_ truly earnest and deeply conscientious. The 
·narrative of his own conversion, of his efforts to 
convert his relatives, of his evangelistic labours 
in Kwang-si, and of his attempts, in spite o.f 
dangers and difficulties, to carry the gospel among • 
the independent tribes of Miau-ts'i, is thrilling with 
the deepest interest. The books written by him­
self before and after the capture of N ankii , all 
go to show that, at the time. they were issued, he 
continued to hold those truths precious, for tlie 
dissemination of which, he had laboured so hard 
in the days of his trials. The religious element 
.will not perish as long as this man stands at the 
head of the movement; we may reasonably sup­
pose that it will continue to take a deeper ro.ot. 

The advent of Hung Jen is also frau gh t with 
. 'interest. He was one of Hung Siu-tstien's first 

converts. According to his own acco.unt, as given 
by Mr. Hamberg, Fung Yu·n-san (afterwards 
caTied the · Southern King) and himself were 
baptized by Siu-tsiien in a school where Fung 
Yun-san w~s teacher; but afterwards, al'l three 
,vent down to a rivulet in the neighbourhood to 
have a complete cleansing. After this Hung Jen 
was employed in various ways-sometimes in 
teaching a small school of his own, and sometimes 
in travelling about with Siu-tsiien and Yun-san, 
in preaching the gospel, as they understood it. 
At the time of the outbreak of the revolution, he 
was absent; .He made several unsuccessful at­
tempts to rejoin his old friends. At length, after 
passing through many a scene o.f trial and danger, 
he arrh•ed at Hongkong in the end -of April 1852. 
Here he met Mr Hamberg, who writing of him 
says-" Vwas astonished to hear a person from 
the interior of China speak with such interest of, 
and display so much acquaintance with, · the 

Christian religion." A hont the end of 1853 he 
visited Mr. Ham berg again, and was i;hortly after~ 
wards baptized by him. "Huug· Jun," writes 
Mr. Hamberg, "with three of his friends from 
Clear-far, have since ·been baptized, and are 
still studyi11g the Holy Scriptures, with the hope 
in the providence of God, hereafter to be enabled to 
instruct their cou11tryrneni11 the way of salvation." 
From the time of Ii.is baptism till about two years 
ago, he was em ploy eel to a certain extent as a 
native evangelist. His knowledge of Christianity, 
foreigners, and foreign affairs, must be far more 
extensive and correct, than that of his august 
relative. His promotion shows, that he is re­
garded by the latter with respect and affection. 
His position will enable him to do something 
towards correcting his errors; and of sheddiug a 
salutary christian influence on many around him. 
We were told by Liu, one of the chiefs at Su-cheu, 
that several books have recently been published. 
We shall, possibly, find, that some of these evince 
.a deep er insight into, and a more comprehensive 
view of, Christian truth. 

It is not neccessary to repeat what we have , 
already stated respec ti ng the religiou of the In­
surgents. Noue, who are at all acquainted wi th 
the facts of the case, will deny that at one time, the 
religious element was very' strong in the move­
ment. There are not a few, however, who seem 
to think-that it has perished long ere this. Others, 
while they allow that it contiuue_s to exist, de­
nounce it as altogether spurious, and unworthy of 
the respect and sympathy of orthodox Christians. 
Now, though these errors are nei ther few nor 
small, still there are some points of vital impor­
tance, which they understan·d clearly and ch erish 
heartily-points, which form the very basis of our 
religion; and without which, Christianity itself 
would be null. To Christianity alone are tlrey 
indebted for the correct idea 

1
they have of God, bis 

unity, personality, eternity, governinent,-of uni­
ve-rsal depravity ,-of the necessity of divine power 
in the work of regeneration,-of sin as transgres­
sion of the law of a living God and a loving 
Father,-of Christ as tl1e _Saviour of the world 
from sin and Hell,-of forgiveness through the · 
merits of Christ,-and of th~ future state being 
one of rewards and punishments. .Men wh9 print 
such sentiments as the following have surely 
some claim to respect and sympathy. " ·who has 
ever lived in this world without offenqing agaiust 
the commands of Hea ven? bnt until t his time no 
one has known how to obtain deliverence from sin: 
now, however, the Great God has made gracious · 
communication to m an , nnd fr'om henceforth 
whoever repents of his sins in the presence of the 
great God, 11nd avoids worshipping depraved 
spirits, practising perverse things, or transgressing 

· the divine commands, may ascend to heaven and 
enjoy happiness, for thousands and myriads of 
years, in pleasure a11d delight, with dignity and 
honour; world without end." Again, "I also 
earnes tly pray I hee, the great God our heavenly 
Fa~her constantly to bestow on me thy Boly 
Spirit; and change my wic•ked heart; never more 
allow me to be deceived by malignant demons, but 
perpetually regarding me w_ith favqur, for ever 
deliver me from the evH one; and every day 
bestowing upon me food and clothing, exempt me 



fro m c~lamity and woe, granting me tranquillity 
in the present world, and the enjoyment of 
endless happiness in h~aven. Through the merits 
of our saviour and heavenly brother the Lord 
Jesus, who redeemed us from sin." Once more, 
"But the great Ood, out of pity to mankind, sent 
his first-born son, to come down into the world. 
His name is Jesus, the Lord and Saviour of men, 
who redeems them from sin, by the endurance of 
extreme, misery. Upon the cross, they nailed his 
body, where he shed his , p.recious blood to save 
all mankind. Three days after his death, he rose 
from the dead, and during forty days, he discoursed 
on heavenly things. When he was about to 
ascend, he commanded his disciples to com­
municate his Gospel and proclaim his revealed 
will. Those who believe will be saved, and ascend 
u p to heaven; but those who do not believe, will 
be the first to be condemned." · 

The tmths contained in the above passages 
seem quite familiar to the chiefs at least, as in 
answel' to our questions, w~ have heard them .re­
peatedly. Is it not something worth thanking 
God for, that there is a large body of earnest men 
in the very heart of this country, who believe in 
and teach these \'ital truths? It mttst be re­
membered that Christianity is the w.eakness as 
well as the strength of their cause. From it they 
have been hitherto deriving their inspiration, and 
thus for it has been an element o'f strength. But, 
on the other hand, the religious aspect · of the 
movemeut, is the most repulsive to the proud, 
self-righteous Confucianist, the interested priest­
hoo·d, and the superstitious multitude. Doubtless 
the c~use would be far more popular were religion. 
discarded altogether. Ignore or suspend your 
religious principles; such is the suggestion of 
worldly policy. They have not listened to such 
specious arguments; but have been going on de­
molishing the idols, and calling upon the people 
to i·eoent and believe, in spit~ of the im_precations 
of tlie priests, aud the r3ge of the people. W.hat 
but strong faith in the unseen cotild have induced 
them to act so? The chiefs are either sincere or 
mad; hecause their policy is the very reverse of 
that which hum au 1:V isdom would dictate. The 
fact that the y have not renounced Christianity 
a l together is, to our mind, a ve'ry strong proof 
th at th ey have a great deal of it. 

Then , touching the errors of -the insurgents, 
we find that, 011 closer examination, many of them 
assume a much milder form . Far be it from us 
to say a word whi ch would lead any one to s11p­
pose th at we regard their real errors lightly. On 
th e cou tra ry , we deem correct views on those 
points of vi ta l importance. We simply state that, 
some of th e errors into which they have fallen, are 
no t GO aggrav a ted as has been supposed by many; 
autl that real ignora nce, and not wilful blindness 
or somethiug worse, is the source whence they 
have sprung. The chief has been charged with 
basphemy, for speaking of himself as the sou 

of God, and the second brother of Jesus. Now, 
if his notions of the person of Christ are correct, 
his pretensions are decidedly blasphemous-he 
being man making himself God. But are they 
correct .on · this point? It strikes us they ~re not. 
In "The imperial declaration of T 'ai P'ing " we 
read,-" Eveu the Saviour Jesu s, the first-.bom , 

son of God, is only called Our L.ord. In beayen, 
above and earth beneath, as well as among' m.en, 
none can be considered greater than Jesus; and 

yet Jes~s _was not called God $' Te; who then 

is he that dares tQ assum·e the designation of God 

~ Te." Agafo, in "Tlie Book of Celestial De­
crees, and Declarations of the Imperial Will" we 
read,-" Our Heavenly Father, tl!e Great God 
and Supreme Lord, is one true God; ,besides 
our heaveul.y ·Father, the great God and supren1e 
Lord, there is no spirit. There is not an in­
dividual who is not produced and nourished 
by him. He is Shang,- Supreme, . He is Te, 
Ruler. Besides the great God, our Heave·nly 
Father and Supreme Lord, there is no one who 
can be called Shang, aud no one who ·can be calied 
Te." These two passages are conclusivi: on .the 
point; and nothing occurred. during our in_ter­
course -with them, to , lead us to form a diffe·rent 
opinion. This is a grievous error, but it is one 
that 1nay oe corrected ;- and I trust will be, wh.en 
a clearer light dawns upon the mind of the Chief. 
Chrirt is, in his view, the greatest of God's mes- · 
sengers, and as such, the Son of God. He hiru­
selt is inferior only to Christ as a messenger from 
God, and as such sty Jes himself the brother of 
Christ, and God's son. Thus, he .does not make 
himself God-on the co-ntrary, he denies it in 
more passages than one; he simply fails to un:. 
derstand the true and exalted cl1aracter of Christ, 

As to the Holy Spirit it is doubtful whether 
the insurgents _have any idea of his personality.: 
It is true that in the doxology, distinct praise is 
ascribed to each of the three persons in the 
Trinity.* · _ 

But . the doxology is evi_dently of Christian 
origin-the production of some foreign ,mis-· 
siomil7, and not understood _by them. Though 
they pray for the Holy Spirit, it "'doe.s nor see_m 
that they mean anJt!1ing fn_rthe.r b¼' )t, : than the 
bestowmeutof divine a,ndspidt~aJ iJ1jl~.en!)!!S by _the 
Fathflr. Jn their mQst po'pu.l .a,r bpoks no -distinct 
mention is made of the Holy -~pirit and his 9fli-0e, 
while mµch is said about the attributes of the 
Father, and the works .of Ghrist. At- Piug Bon·g, 
as well as other places, we made enqui ries on 
this point, and fou.nd, that, though the chiefs cou ld 
speak eloquen-tly of the Heavenly Father and th e 
Heavenly Elder Brother, they had li_ttle or nothi ng 
to say of the Holy Spirit. Th_e scriptural doctl'in e 
of the Spiri t they do not understand . It would be 
wrong to say that they deny it. 
. The ordinance of the Lord 's Supper they do no t 

seem to observe. We made several enquires on 
'this point; hut could not learn tli'at the ordinance 
is even known among them. ,vhen we men­
tioned the wiue as one of the el ements jn -the 
01·dinance, they looked somewh at surprised, and 
said that win e is not used by them in any of the ir 
religious rites . Dr'. Medhurs t, writing on th is 

* We praise God, our holy and Heavenly llather. 
We praise Jesus, the holy Lord aud Saviour of the 

world. / 
We praise the Holy Spirit, tp.e Sacred IntelligenQ~ •. 
We praise the three. persons, who united constitute · 
· one true God. 



point, says,-" There does not appear to be the 
slightest reference to the ordinance of the Lord's 
Supper in _any of the insurgents' books." 

Regarding the heart as the seat of moral de- . 
pravity, they perform the rite of baptism by 
washing the chest. After baptism, the neophyte 
is lead to worship the Heavenly Father. Now he 
is looked upon as having passed from the king­
dom of Satan aud the Manchus, to that of Christ 
and Tai-ping-wang, and is called• "brother," 
The ceremony, we were told, is. not repeated. 

Much has been said about their heathenish 
practices in presenting animals, tea, and rice, as · 
offerings to God. In '' The Book of Religious 
Precepts of the T'ai-Ping Dynasty" we read that 
"On occasions of birth-days, thanksgiving of 
women after child-birth, bringing home a wife, 
or marrying out .a daughter, with all such for­
tunate ' occurrences, pi:esentations of · animals, 
wine,t tea, and rice should be offered to the Great 
God accompanied by the following prayer." Dr. 
Taylor, · who visited the Insurgents many years 
ago at Chung Kiang-fu, saw tables placed with 
bow)s of various kinds of food, as offerings to the 
Supreme Being; among which were three bowls 
of tea, one for each person of the Trinity. In a 
temple at Ping Bong, which had been cleared of 
all its idols; we saw three cups of tea, but were 
not told that they were intended for each person 
of the Trinity. It is d_ifficult to say what are the 
precise ideas they attach to these rites and cere­
monies. Probably, the articles are intended prin­
cipally if not exclusively, as thanks-offerings. As 
th-ey are offerings to the true God, they cannot be 
called exactly heathenish. ·we would l'ather call 
them Jewish than pagan, as douhtless they would 
take them from the former rather than from the lat­
ter. Their utter abhorrence of idolatry and all that 
partains to it, would effectually keep them f~om 
borrowing anything directly from it. These "car-
--· --

t :We were toid that this article is never used' now 
in any of their religiou, rites. 

ual" rites, as well as.the burning of written prayers, 
spring from an imperfect acquaintance with the 
spiritual nature of Christianity. 

The most objectionable feature in the whole 
movement, is the pretensions of certain parties -to 
divine inspiration, and heavenly visions. Nothing 
can be more disgusting than the lengthened ac­
counts given of the descent of the '' Heavenly 
Father" ou various occasions. The abominable 
twaddle they put in the mouth of the infinite 
God, is almost blasphemous. In this we discover 
not ignorance, but the very blackest passions of 
our corrupt nature manifesting themselves, But 
we must remember that Yang, the eastern Prince, 
had the principal hand in these extravagancies; 
and that he has been dead for some time. We 
trust that this, the most hideous feature of their 
cause, has passed away with him. Though th~ 

· impression left ,upon our minds by the conver­
sation we had with one of the chiefs is, that Hung 
siu-tsiien is regarded,by them as holding a very close 
and-sacred communion with heaven ;·still nothing 
was said to lead us to suppose, that he is now.making 
any pretensio-ns to visions and special inspiration. 
Liu, one of the chiefs at Su Cheu, spoke of his 
visions; but those were the visions of 1837 and 
1848, ·w_hen the mysteries of heaven were revealed 

· to him, and authority given ·him by the heavenly 
E'ather to reform the world. The nature of these 
visions we are at a loss to divine. Dr. Medhurst 
su·pposed they were the result of a very heated 
imagination, which the perilous circumstances in 
which he was placed tended in no small degree 
to influence. · 

Such then are our present h:~pressions of this 
revolution in a religious point of view. Its defects 
and errors are numerous and glaring. The truths, 
however, which 'the Insurgents understand and 
cherish, are neither few nor unimportant. May 
the former perish for ever, and the latter continue 
to live and give_ life. 

G. J. 
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